A pilot study on the influence of a corticotropin (4-9) analogue on Vinca alkaloid-induced neuropathy.
In a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled pilot study, we examined the effect of Org 2766--a corticotropin (4-9) analogue--on neurotoxicity in 28 patients with lymphoma who were treated with combination chemotherapy containing Vinca alkaloids (vincristine and vinblastine). The patients received a total dose of 12 mg of vincristine in the case of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and a total dose of 16 mg of vincristine in the case of Hodgkin's disease. Moreover, the patients with Hodgkin's disease received a mean total dose of 84 mg of vinblastine. Subcutaneous injections of 2 mg of Org 2766 or placebo were administered to patients with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma on days 1 and 10 of each chemotherapy course and to patients with Hodgkin's disease on days 1 and 8 of each chemotherapy course. The first injection was always given before the administration of vincristine. Assessment of neurologic symptoms and signs and measurement of sensory thresholds (vibration sense and temperature sense) were performed on day 1 of the first, fourth, and sixth (or eighth) courses and 6 weeks after cessation of chemotherapy. Thirteen patients (mean age, 44.7 years) received Org 2766 and 15 patients (mean age, 54.7 years) received placebo. More symptoms occurred in the placebo group, but only numbness and autonomic complaints occurred significantly more often in the placebo group. Motor deficit and sensory disturbances were more severe and also occurred significantly more often in the placebo group. There was no difference with respect to reflex examination findings and sensory thresholds.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)